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Strategic Memorandum 
 

TO: Interested Parties 

FROM: Justin Wallin, J. Wallin Opinion Research 

DATE: January 12, 2022 

RE: Hawai’i All Islands Voter Survey 

 

From Saturday, October 9 through Saturday, October 16, 2021 J. Wallin Opinion Research conducted a 

telephone survey of voters throughout Hawai’i’s all islands on behalf of Commit to Keiki, a non-partisan education 

initiative created by partners within the Early Childhood Action Strategy collaborative. 

 

Voters Throughout Hawai‘i Recognize the Importance of the Earliest Years 
 

Our research revealed that nearly three-quarters (74.5%) of all islands’ voting public believe the state’s next 

Governor must invest more to create a system of high-quality, publicly funded, community-based childcare, early 

learning and family support programs; a support that is underlined by unusually high intensity (43.0% strongly 

support):  

 

Nearly 3/4 (74.5%) supports creating a system 

of high-quality, publicly-funded, community-based  

childcare, early learning and family support programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: ” Would you support or oppose creating a system of high-quality, publicly funded, community-based childcare, early learning and family support 

programs for all babies, toddlers and preschoolers, including young children with special needs?”  

 

Commit to Keiki’s Three Priorities for Healthy Early Child Development 
 

Voters throughout Hawai‘i demonstrate a remarkably cohesive landscape of opinion; assigning unprecedented 

high importance for Hawai’i’s next Governor to prioritize programs in the state’s next budget that create a strong, 

stable framework that best supports healthy, happy and successful early childhood development. This remarkably 

high support for each of these three priorities is expressed not only across a broad range of demographics 

including age, geography and ethnicity, but is also of a uniquely high intensity: 
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Generally, such high support reflects a gap in availability of services that fill the need. Unsurprisingly, we found 

that majorities of voters are dissatisfied with the state’s efforts in regard to each of the three priorities:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

45.6%

7.1% 3.5%

34.8%

9.0%

Important Unimportant Unsure/refused

Question: “Do you think it is very important, somewhat important, not very important or not at all 

important for our next Governor to prioritize programs that promote family economic stability with access 

to early care and learning programs in the state’s next budget?” 

Nearly 9 in 10 (87.7%) thinks it is important 

For Hawai‘i ’s next Governor to prioritize programs 

that promote family economic stability with access to 

early care and learning programs in the next budget 
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85.4%

Over 8 in 10 (85.4%) thinks it is important 

For Hawai‘i ’s next Governor to prioritize programs that 

prevent family violence such as child abuse, neglect and 

intimate partner violence in the next budget 

Question: “Do you think it is very important, somewhat important, not very important or not at all 

important for our next Governor to prioritize programs that prevent family violence, such as child 

abuse, neglect and intimate-partner violence in the state’s next budget?” 
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Important Unimportant Unsure/refused

Question: “Do you think it is very important, somewhat important, not very important or not at all important for our 

next Governor to prioritize programs that address mental health needs for families and young children in the state’s 

next budget?” 

Over 8 in 10 (82.6%) thinks it is important 

For Hawai‘i ’s next Governor to prioritize programs that address mental 

health needs for families and young children in the next budget 
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4.5%

32.6%
13.0%

26.4%

23.5%

Satisfied Dissatisfied Unsure/refused
Question: “Would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 

dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with what the state does to support our working families and 

young children, promoting family economic stability with access to early care and learning 

programs?” 

A majority (56.1%) is dissatisfied with what the state 

does to support working families and young children 
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Satisfied Dissatisfied Unsure/refused

26.2%

A majority (57.8%) is dissatisfied with what the state 

does to reduce family violence 

Question: “Would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 

dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with what the state does to reduce family violence such as child 

abuse, neglect and intimate-partner violence?” 

57.8% 

30.9% 

56.1% 

 

4.5%

32.1% 22.9%20.5%
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Satisfied Dissatisfied Unsure/refused

Question: “Would you say that you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 

dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with what the state does to provide access to family mental 

health services?” 

A majority (52.1%) is dissatisfied with what the state 

does to provide access to family mental health services 
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Voters Assign Responsibility  to  Hawai’i’s Governor  
 

A majority (56.5%) feels that it is the Governor’s responsibility to increase access to early care and learning programs, 

reduce child abuse, neglect and intimate partner violence and support family mental health needs 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Question: ”Do you feel that it is the responsibility of the Governor to increase access to early care and learning programs, reduce child abuse, neglect and 

intimate partner violence and support family mental health, delivering visible, measurable changes for families of all islands?” 

 

Moreover, voters view funding for this system as sacrosanct and that programs such as these that benefit Hawai’i’s 

youngest keiki and their `ohana must be designated as core, protected from reductions or elimination: 

 

Over 8 in 10 (83.0%) think it is important for Hawai‘i ’s next Governor to ensure that programs that benefit our 

state’s young children are core services that cannot be cut  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Question: ”The Coronavirus pandemic is costing the state billions of dollars in lost revenues. Funding for our kids is often first in line to get cut when times 

are tough. Do you think it is very important, somewhat important, not very important or not at all important for Hawai‘i ’s next Governor to ensure that 

programs that benefit our state’s young children are core services that cannot be cut, rather than treating them as discretionary expenses?” 
 

A Powerful Impact on the 2022 Gubernatorial Election 
 

The importance voters’ place on supportive early childhood policies will play out at the ballot box in 2022: 
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Support Oppose Unsure/refused

Question: “Would you support or oppose a candidate for governor who prioritized young children and families 

by creating a system of high-quality, publicly funded, community-based childcare, early learning and family 

support programs for all babies, toddlers and preschoolers, including young children with special needs?”  

Over a supermajority (70.4%) would support a candidate 

for Governor who prioritized young children and families by 

creating a system of high-quality, publicly funded, community-

based childcare, early learning and family support programs 
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71.2%

Question: “Hawai`i ranks seventh from the bottom nationally in state investments in children. Would you be 

more likely or less likely to vote for a candidate for Governor who included prioritizing access to quality 

publicly-funded essential services like child care, early childhood development programs and family 

support services in their state budget?”   
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Over a supermajority (71.2%) would be more likely 

to vote for a candidate for Governor who included prioritizing 

access to quality publicly-funded essential services like child care, 

early childhood development programs and family support services 

in their state budget  
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Paying For It 
 

Support for programs such as these is one thing…paying for them is another. Our research found a majority of voters 

harbor a significant appetite to pay higher taxes to create a system of high-quality, publicly-funded, community 

based childcare, early learning and family support programs that benefit Hawai’i’s youngest keiki and their `ohana: 

 

Over a majority (56.9%) would be willing to pay higher taxes to support programs that benefit all young children, 

including infants, toddlers, preschoolers and young children with special needs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Methodology: We interviewed 800 respondents using live, professional interviewers, with English, Ilocano, Tagalog, Japanese, Korean, Cantonese, 

Mandarin, Hawaiian and Spanish languages available for respondents. Interviews were conducted by calling both mobile and landlines (79.0% of this 

survey was completed on mobile phones). A survey of this size yields a margin of error of +/-3.5% (95% confidence interval). Our sample is stratified, 

meaning that the demographic composition of our results matches the demographic composition of the region we surveyed. 

 

J. Wallin Opinion Research specializes in opinion research on behalf of government, business, special interest and media clients. 
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Question: “Would you be willing to pay higher taxes to support programs that benefit all young children, including infants, toddlers, preschoolers and young children with special 

needs?” 
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