


Topline Findings: 2024 Voter Survey - Voter Sentiment on Early Childhood Priorities

The following topline findings are from an online and telephone survey conducted among O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Island
residents - who were registered voters - from August 2-17, 2024. The data represented in this topline report
discusses findings among a sample size of n=800 (400 in each county), yielding a +/-3.5% margin of error. The table
below summarizes the recommended sample sizes and margin of errors.

Island/County Sample Size Margin of Error

O‘ahu n=400 +/-4.9%

Hawai‘i Island n=400 +/-4.9%

TOTAL n=800 +/-3.5%

Priority of Issues - O‘ahu
The survey began by asking voters to indicate the priority of select issues. Three-fifths (60-61%) of O‘ahu voters
indicated that family violence prevention and providing access to publicly-funded childcare should be a priority for the
next elected leaders. Nearly one-fourth of O‘ahu voters (23%) said these issues should be a top priority.

Base: 400
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Priority of Issues - Hawai‘i Island
Seven in ten (69-71%) of Hawai‘i Island voters indicated that family violence prevention and providing access to
publicly-funded childcare should be a priority for the next elected leaders. These percentages, although not
statistically significantly larger, are notably higher than the levels observed among O‘ahu voters. In addition,
one-fourth of Hawai‘i Island voters (25-27%) said these issues should be a top priority.

Base: 400

Priority of Issues - Total Data
Two-thirds (64-66%) of voters indicated that family violence prevention and providing access to publicly-funded
childcare should be a priority for the next elected leaders. In fact, one-fourth of voters (24-25%) said these issues
should be a top priority.

Base: 800
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Importance of Programs - O‘ahu
After indicating priorities for issues, voters were then asked to indicate the importance of select programs. When
focusing on child programs that would directly benefit Hawaiʻi’s keiki, the overwhelming majority of O‘ahu voters
(90-91%) said these programs were important. In addition, half (45-52%) declared them to be very important.

Base: 400

Importance of Programs - Hawai‘i Island
Similar levels were also observed among Hawai‘i Island voters with nine in ten (91-95%) declaring the importance of
these keiki-focused programs. However, early childhood mental health programs were especially important to Hawai‘i
Island voters. The proportion indicating “very important” (60%) was significantly larger than the proportion of O‘ahu
voters (45%).

Base: 400
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Importance of Programs - Total Data
Similar levels were observed among all voters surveyed with nine in ten (91-93%) declaring the importance of these
keiki-focused programs.

Base: 800

Community Voices on the Importance of Programs

The following quotes are from voters who indicated these keiki-focused programs to be important (very + somewhat
important) to the community. These quotes offer a brief look into why they strongly believe in the importance of these
programs. More details can be found in the full report:

● Childcare and Early Learning Programs: “A strong educational foundation is critical to assuring
productive and happy members of the community.”

● Family Violence Prevention Programs: “Family violence affects everyone, the whole population is
affected by violence. We want everyone to get along and treat others with kindness.”

● Early Childhood Mental Health: “Addressing the mental health needs for families and young children
would prevent future mental health issues later in life. We need to be more active [than] reactive.”
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Support for Candidates Who Prioritize Publicly-Funded Essential Services

After providing their opinions on issues and programs, voters were then asked to report their support or opposition for
candidates who prioritize access to quality publicly-funded essential services like childcare, early childhood
development programs, and family support services.

Support for Candidates Who Prioritize Publicly-Funded Essential Services - O‘ahu
Four out of five (78%) O‘ahu voters reported their support for these candidates, with half (50%) indicating strong
support.

Base:400

Support for Candidates Who Prioritize Publicly-Funded Essential Services - Hawai‘i
Island
Hawai‘i Island voters reported a similar level of support (80%) with three-fifths (61%) specifying strong support. In
fact, this proportion indicating strong support tested significantly larger than the proportion of strong support observed
among O‘ahu voters (50%).

Base:400
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Support for Candidates Who Prioritize Publicly-Funded Essential Services - Total Data
Four out of five (79%) of voters reported their support for these candidates. Among those who reported their support,
more than half (55%) indicated strong support.

Base:800

Support for Allocating County Funds

Voters were asked if they would be more likely or less likely to vote for candidates who allocated County funds for
publicly-funded essential services when pandemic-era federal funds run out in their first 100 days in office.

Support for Allocating County Funds - O‘ahu
One-fourth (28%) of O‘ahu voters found this message persuasive saying they would be more likely to support these
candidates.

Base:400
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Support for Allocating County Funds - Hawai‘i Island
Nearly half (46%) of Hawai‘i Island voters reported this message as persuasive.

Base:400

Support for Allocating County Funds - Total Data
Among all voters surveyed, just over one-third (37%) said they would be more likely to support these candidates.

Base:800
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Support for Affordable Housing with On-Site Childcare

When asked about a specific initiative, voter support increased. Voters were asked if they would be more likely or less
likely to vote for candidates who worked with the Governor to build affordable housing with on-site child care and
family support programs in their first 100 days in office.

Support for Affordable Housing with On-Site Childcare - O‘ahu
O‘ahu voters found this message persuasive, with 6 in 10 (59%) declaring they would be more likely to vote for
candidates who worked on affordable housing with on-site childcare.

Base:400

Support for Affordable Housing with On-Site Childcare - Hawai‘i Island
Three-quarters of Hawai‘i Island voters (77%) found this message persuasive, significantly more than O‘ahu voters.

Base:400
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Support for Affordable Housing with On-Site Childcare - Total Data
Among all voters surveyed, nearly 7 in 10 (68%) said they would be more likely to support these candidates.

Base:800

Conclusions
● One-fifth of voters (24-25%) said family violence prevention and providing access to publicly-funded

childcare should be a top priority for the next elected leaders.
● The majority of voters (91-93%) said keiki-focused programs like childcare and early learning, family

violence prevention, and keiki mental health programs were important. In fact, half or more (49-55%)
declared them to be very important.

● The messages that elicit the strongest support for candidates who prioritize publicly-funded essential
services are those that clearly explain benefits, positive impacts, and the usage of funding.

● Hawai‘i Island voters were especially supportive of candidates who prioritize publicly-funded essential
services like childcare, candidates who worked on affordable housing with on-site childcare and early
childhood mental health programs.

● More key insights and messaging recommendations can be found in the full report.
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